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- ORGANIZATIONS - 

 
Center for Environmental Leadership 
www.center4eleadership.org 
 

Christian Community Development Association 
www.ccda.org 
 

Congress for New Urbanism 
www.cnu.org 
 

Metro Interfaith Council on Affordable Housing 
www.micah.org 
 

The Musicant Group 
www.musicantgroup.com 
 

Parish Collective 
www.parishcollective.org 
 

Project for Public Spaces 
www.pps.org 
 

Smart Growth America 
www.smartgrowthamerica.org 
 

Strong Towns 
www.strongtowns.org  
 

Sustainable Cities Collective 
www.sustainablecitiescollective.com 
 

Urban Homeworks 
www.urbanhomeworks.org 
 
 

-  BLOGS & WEBSITES -  
 
The Atlantic – Cities (www.theatlanticcities.com) 
 

Planetizen (www.planetizen.com) 
 

StreetsMN (www.streets.mn) 
 

Christianity Today – This is Our City 
(www.christianitytoday.com/thisisourcity) 

 
 

-  FILMS & MEDIA - 
 

American Makeover Episode 1 & 2; Built to Last 
(www.americanmakeover.tv) 
 

Buffalo, America's Best Designed City 
(www.bestdesignedcity.com) 
 

The Human Scale (www.thehumanscale.dk) 
 

The New Urbanism Film Festival 
(www.newurbanismfilmfestial.com) 
 

Urbanized (www.urbanizedfilm.com) 

-  BOOKS - 
 

People Habitat: 25 Ways to Think About Greener, 
Healthier Cities 
F. Kaid Benfield, 2014 

With over 80 percent of Americans now living in cities and 
suburbs, getting our communities right has never been 
more important, more complicated, or more fascinating. 
Longtime sustainability leader Kaid Benfield shares 25 
enlightening and entertaining essays about the wondrous 
ecology of human settlement, and how to make it better for 
both people and the planet. 
 
Til We Have Built Jerusalem: Architecture, Urbanism 
and the Sacred 
Philip Bess, 2006 
Architect Philip Bess’s Till We Have Built Jerusalem puts 
forth fresh arguments for traditional architecture and 
urbanism, their relationship to human flourishing, and the 
kind of culture required to create and sustain traditional 
towns and city neighborhoods. Bess not only dissects the 
questionable intellectual assumptions of contemporary 
architecture, he also shows how the individualist ethos of 
modern societies finds physical expression in contemporary 
suburban sprawl, making traditional urbanism difficult to 
sustain. He concludes by considering the role of both the 
natural law tradition and communal religion in providing 
intellectual and spiritual depth to contemporary attempts to 
build new—and revive existing—traditional towns and cities, 
attempts that, at their best, help fulfill our natural human 
desires for order, beauty, and community. 
 
The Theology of the Built Environment: Justice, 
Empowerment and Redemption 
T.J. Gorringe, 2002 
[This] book reflects theologically on the built environment. 
After considering the divine grounding of constructed 
space, he looks at the ownership of land, the issues of 
housing (both urban and rural) and considers the built 
environment in terms of community and art. The book 
concludes with two chapters that set everything within the 
current framework of the environmental crisis and question 
directions the Church should be pursuing in building for the 
future. 
 
The Death and Life of Great American Cities 
Jane  Jacobs, 1961 

This book is an attack on current methods of city planning 
and rebuilding. Its author . . .  is direct and practical in her 
approach. What, she asks, makes cities work? Why are some 
neighborhoods full of things to do and see why are others 
dull? Why does the crime rate soar in our public housing 
developments and why are some of our older 
neighborhoods, despite their evident poverty, so much 
more safe, stable and congenial? . . . The solutions 
proposed by Mrs. Jacobs in this book represent a sharp 
break with conventional thinking on the subject, and carry 
with them the ring of simple truth which marks this book as 
an inevitable classic of social thought. 
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Sidewalks in the Kingdom: New Urbanism and the 
Christian Faith 
Eric Jacobsen, 2003 
Christians often talk about claiming our cities for Christ and 
the need to address urban concerns. But according to Eric 
Jacobsen, this discussion has remained far too abstract. 
Jacobsen emphasizes the need to preserve the nourishing 
characteristics of traditional city life, including shared public 
spaces, thriving neighborhoods, and a well-supported local 
economy. He explains how urban settings create 
unexpected and natural opportunities to initiate friendship 
and share faith in Christ. 
 
The Space Between: A Christian Engagement with 
the Built Environment 
Eric Jacobsen, 2012 
While there is a growing body of work on the Built 
Environment, very little approaches it from a distinctly 
Christian perspective. This major new work represents a 
comprehensive and grounded approach. Employing tools 
from the field of theology and culture, it demonstrates how 
looking at the Built Environment through a theological lens 
provides a unique perspective on questions of beauty, 
justice, and human flourishing. 
 
Generous Justice: How God’s Justice Makes Us Just 
Timothy Keller, 2012 
It is commonly thought in secular society that the Bible is 
one of the greatest hindrances to doing justice. Isn’t it full of 
regressive views? Didn’t it condone slavery? Why look to the 
Bible for guidance on how to have a more just society? But 
Timothy Keller challenges these preconceived beliefs and 
presents the Bible as a fundamental source for promoting 
justice and compassion for those in need. 
 
Home From Nowhere: Remaking our World for the 
21st Century 
James Howard Kunstler, 1998 
In Home from Nowhere Kunstler not only shows that the 
original American Dream -- the desire for peaceful, pleasant 
places in which to work and live -- still has a strong hold on 
our imaginations, but also offers innovative, eminently 
practical ways to make that dream a reality. 
 
Street Design: The Secret to Great Cities & Towns 
John Massengale and Victor Dover, 2013 

Written by two accomplished architects and urban 
designers, this user-friendly street design manual shows 
both how to design new streets and enhance existing ones. 
It offers step-by-step instruction and shares examples of 
excellent streets, examining the elements that make them 
successful as well as how they were designed and created. 
This book is a valuable resource for urban designers, 
planners, architects, and engineers. 
 
 
 

The City in History: Its Origins, Its Transformations, 
and Its Prospects 
Lewis Mumford, 1968 
Beginning with a groundbreaking interpretation of the 
origin and nature of the city, Lewis Mumford follows the 
city’s development from Egypt and Mesopotamia through 
Greece, Rome and the Middle Ages to the modern world. 
Instead of accepting the destiny of the city as the 
tendencies to metropolitan congestion, suburban sprawl, 
and social disintegration, Mumford outlines an order 
integrating technical facilities with biological needs and 
social norms. 
 
The Culture of Cities 
Lewis Mumford, 1970 

“[This book], the first broad treatment of the city in both its 
historical and contemporary aspects, established Mumford 
as a pioneer in urban planning. As in all his work, Mumford 
emphasizes here that human values should be a primary 
concern in all areas of modern life.” 
 
The New Parish: How Neighborhood Churches are 
Transforming Mission, Discipleship and Community 
Paul Sparks, Tim Soerens, and Dwight Friesen, 2014 

[The authors] have seen—in cities, suburbs and small towns 
all over North America—how powerful the gospel can be 
when it takes root in the context of a place, at the 
intersection of geography, demography, economy and 
culture. This is not a new idea—the concept of a parish is as 
old as Paul's letters to the various communities of the 
ancient church. But in an age of dislocation and 
disengagement, the notion of a church that knows its place 
and gives itself to where it finds itself is like a breath of fresh 
air, like a sign of new life. 
 

Walkable City: How Downtown Can Save America, 
One Step at a Time 
Jeff Speck, 2013 

Jeff Speck has dedicated his career to determining what 
makes cities thrive. And he has boiled it down to one key 
factor: walkability. Making downtown into a walkable, viable 
community is the essential fix for the typical American city; it 
is eminently achievable and its benefits are manifold. Walk-
able City—bursting with sharp observations and key insights 
into how urban change happens—lays out a practical, 
necessary, and inspiring vision for how to make American 
cities great again. 

Sprawl Repair Manual 
Galina Tachieva, 2010 

[This book] demonstrates a step-by-step design process for 
the re-balancing and re-urbanization of suburbia into more 
sustainable, economical, energy- and resource-efficient 
patterns, from the region and the community to the block 
and the individual building. 


