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Session 1: Introduction to Design Principles of New Urbanism 

Jim Kumon, Executive Director of Strong Towns 

Jim Kumon is the Executive Director of the Minnesota based non-profit, 
Strong Towns, which is focused on helping American cities and towns 
achieve financial strength and resiliency through responsible land use, 
transportation and economic development strategies.  

Jim was born and raised in a rural township about fifty miles northwest of 
Detroit and earned a Bachelor’s of Science in Architecture from the 
University of Michigan. He started his professional career in architecture 
and urban design in Los Angeles, working on a range of small town and 
downtown revitalization plans, new neighborhood and street layouts, 
mixed-use and multi-family housing projects and community buildings. His  

design skills were next translated into the realm of transportation infrastructure, which 
eventually landed him in Denver. Each of his stops found him living and working near transit, 
with biking and walking being his primary ways of getting around. His passion for nurturing 
neighborhoods with diverse businesses and vibrant public amenities combined with a knack for 
community organizing led him to join Strong Towns in 2013.  
 
Jim and his wife, Faith, now live in the heart of south Minneapolis, where they are slowly 
renovating their 103 year old house.  A self-proclaimed rain barrel enthusiast and edible 
garden aficionado, he is working to maximize the return on investment in their small city yard.  
As an active leader in his local business and neighborhood associations, he is on the ground 
looking for ways to incrementally improve the neighborhoods, main streets and public spaces 
in his city.  

 

Session 2: Creative Placemaking 101  

Max Musicant, Founder of The Musicant Group 

Max Musicant is the Founder and Principal of The Musicant Group – a 
leading edge placemaking firm dedicated to assisting property owners, 
developers, businesses, communities and governments create new value 
and solve complex problems by transforming underutilized public spaces 
and common areas into great places where people want to be. 

Max began his career at the Greater Jamaica Development Corporation 
(GJDC) in Queens, NY. While there, he worked with an early leader of the 
Bryant Park Corporation to devise and implement placemaking and 
activation. Since founding The Musicant Group in the Twin Cities he has  

worked with a wide array of clients to create destination places – from  three public spaces 
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along Nicollet Mall in Minneapolis to traditional main streets and suburban retail centers.  The 
Musicant Group’s flagship project, Piazza on the Mall, was named one of the six Great Places of 
2013 by the Sensible Land Use Coalition.  

He currently sits on the boards of the Minneapolis St. Paul Film Society, the Urban Land 
Institute of MN’s Young Leaders Group, the Yale Alumni Association of the Northwest and the 
Meisel Scholarship Fund of Westminster Presbyterian Church. He received an M.B.A. from the 
Yale School of Management and a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Wisconsin – 
Madison. 

 

Session 3: Shaping Renewal: Why the setting of God’s restoration matters more than you 
think 

Tim Soerens, Founder of Parish Collective 

Tim Soerens is a ministry leader, social 
entrepreneur, and co-founding director of the 
Parish Collective. As co-director of the Parish 
Collective he convenes ministry leaders, teaches, 
and consults with organizations seeking human 
flourishing in particular neighborhoods while also 
working collaboratively across the city. Previously, 
he was founding pastor of Cascade 
Neighborhood Church where he also served as 
vice-president of the Cascade Neighborhood  

Council, founding member of Lake Union Opportunity Alliance, and co-founder of the Cascade 
Farmer’s Market. 

Tim is also the co-founding producer of the Inhabit Conference and co-designer and instructor 
at the new “Leadership in the New Parish” certificate at The Seattle School of Theology and 
Psychology where he is adjunct faculty. As social entrepreneur he is a founding adviser of 
Impact Hub-Seattle, an innovative co-working space for change makers in both non-profit and 
business sectors. He also is the curator for place-based innovation for Social Capital Markets 
the world’s largest gathering of socially-motivated investors and entrepreneurs. 

He is also the co-author of the new book published by Intervarsity Press, "The New Parish: How 
Neighborhood Churches are Transforming Mission, Discipleship, and Community.” Tim earned 
a B.A. in Rhetorical Sciences from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a Masters of 
Divinity from The Seattle School of Theology and Psychology. He lives in the Wallingford 
neighborhood of Seattle with his wife Maria-Jose Soerens and their son Lukas. 


